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Initially a spotlighting survey was conducted, walking east northeast along Kermond 
Rd from location (GDA94 - UTM/UPS) 55 H 06 50 480 UTM 58 61 419 to 55 H 06 51 
421 UTM 58 62 059 parallel to BA Creek and two logging coupes in the Ellery forest 
block No. 841 502 0020 and 841 502 0021. Survey commenced at 21:19 and 
concluded at 22:15 on 23 February 2010. This transect was surveyed for arboreal 
mammals to determine if a high density of species was present. 
 
During the spotlighting transect, at location 55 H 06 51 029 UTM 58 61 943, Sooty 
Owl trilling was identified and listened to from 21:46 consistently for about 10 
minutes until the trilling had stopped completely. Sooty Owl trilling can potentially 
mean a range of different possibilities, including general communication between 
owls, courtship or aggression (Bilney, pers. comm. 2010). 

We estimated the trilling was coming from the northwest within about 100m towards 
the direction of coupe No. 841 502 0020.  From this estimate we concluded that it 
would be most appropriate to walk closer to that estimated location another 
evening before dusk and position ourselves to simply listen.  After the trilling had 
stopped, we then continued on and finished the spotlighting transect. 

The surveyed transect does indicate the area supports a high abundance of arboreal 
mammals and subsequently at least one of the main predators.  
 
On the evening of 2 March 2010, we positioned ourselves on dusk at location 55H 06 
50 986 UTM 58 62 040 at 20:13. On two occasions at 20:35 and 20:38 a Sooty Owl 
was identified calling from the west southwest. Following this and during the 
listening survey which concluded at 22:35 was a succession of screeches and 
squawks. We were unable to identify if this was Sooty Owl or not.     

Hearing a Sooty Owl call soon after dusk indicates that a roosting site is nearby. 
Often, soon after dusk, or even before, Sooty Owl’s can call from the roost before 
they leave, so hearing a call soon after dusk could have actually come from a roost 
site (Bilney, pers. comm. 2010). 

The opportunistic nature of these surveys, without provoking where a territorial call 
is broadcast over a megaphone is also a vital piece of information.  Hearing a call 
(bomb or trills) on more than two nights from the same area indicates that the area 
may be used more frequently, potentially as a more regularly used roosting area or 
even a breeding site (Bilney, pers. comm. 2010).  

 



The Sooty Owl is listed as a threatened species under the Flora and Fauna 
Guarantee Act 1988 (FFG 1988). Part 2.2.2 of the Code (Code 2007) states that all 
Flora and Fauna Guarantee action statements must be complied with. The Flora and 
Fauna Guarantee Sooty Owl Action Statement (FFG 2001) states at point 5 under 
the headline of Intended management actions, that “all confirmed nesting and 
roosting sites utilized recently and frequently will be protected by a 3ha SPZ around 
the site and a 250-300m radius (or equivalent linear area) SMZ buffers around 
identified localities, unless they are already protected for other management 
purposes”.   
 
Additionally, Part 2.2.2 of the Code of Practice for Timber Production (Code 2007) 
states that the provision of “appropriate undisturbed buffer areas around significant 
habitat” is mandatory and must be addressed when developing logging plans and 
during operations.   

Since this matter has now been brought to your attention I would expect that DSE 
will inform VicForests and immediately conduct the appropriate surveys necessary 
within and near to coupes 841 502 0020 and 841 502 0021 to ensure any roosting 
or nesting sites are protected in compliance with the Code and Action Statement.   
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