
Cool Temperate Rainforest Breach - Coup: 840-501-0045  
 

From:
Andrew Lincoln (asl80@hotmail.com)  

Sent: Wednesday, 7 April 2010 1:20:53 PM 

To:  

lee miezis (lee.miezis@dse.vic.gov.au); Stephen Henry 

(stephen.henry@dse.vic.gov.au); Tony Mitchell 

(tony.mitchell@dse.vic.gov.au); ryan incol (ryan.incoll@dse.vic.gov.au); 

Kimbely Dripps - DSE (kimberley.dripps@dse.vic.gov.au); barry vaughn 

(barry.vaughan@vicforests.com.au) 

Cc:  Gavin Jennings - MP (gavin.jennings@parliament.vic.gov.au) 

 

To DSE and Vicforests staff,  

 

In response to the highlighting of my concerns that either cool-temperate rainforest 

had been directly cleared or that at minimum no buffer had been left for the protection 

of the cool-temperate rainforest stands i find a one line response saying this to be not 

the case from Vicforests and undefined plans to investigate from DSE to be extremely 

inadequate (from Lee Miezis, DSE, 16.03.10). 

 

What was the nature of your investigations and on what basis do you find that 

rainforest prescriptions were not breached?  Please provide me with evidence that 

investigations have been undertaken and that no breaches were found.  This is a 

serious issue that can not be palmed off with a one line response. 

 

Issue location - Coup: 840-501-0045, Bendoc TRP, Survey Rd access. 

 

Yesterday, on the 7th of April I revisited the site for the first time since my initial 

complaint was made, returning to the exact  site from whence i drew my opinions at 

the time about the likelihood of a breach. 

 

On this occasion i had with me a copy of "A Field Guide To Rainforest Identification 

in Victoria - differential species keys for the delineation of rainforest boundaries" 

published by the DSE in 2008, as well as recent instruction in how to use the guide by 

the author of the guide. 

 

This guide was used at two points; the first where the red boundary tape of the coupe 

was marked, and the second ten meters up slope from this point on the same contour 

line as a bulldozer track that had pushed through clearing the vegetation and that was 

there on the first night i visited the site. 

 

Site 1; 

55H 06 06 973 

UTM 58 72 650 

 

Site 2; 

55H 06 60 962 

UTM 58 72 659 



 

At each of these points no differential species indicating that i was outside cool 

temperate rainforest, which means certainly not beyond even the boundary between 

the rainforest and surrounding sclerophyll forest, were discovered. 

 

Species at Site 1; (6 species - All differential species for EG Cool Temperate 

Rainforest) 

Atherosperma moschatum 

Grammitis billardieri  

Uncinia tenalla 

Australina pusilla 

Crepidomanes venosum 

Hymenophyllum flabellatum 

Species at Site 2; (5 species - All differential species for EG Cool Temperate 

Rainforest) 

Atherosperma moschatum 

Asplenium bulbiferum 

Grammitis billardieri 

Uncinia tenalla 

Crepidomanes venosum 

 

For both site 1 and site 2 no differential species for EG Montane Wet Sclerophyll 

Forest were discovered.   Aspect of the site was approximately SE facing. 

 

These results show both that the coup was marked out right through the middle of 

Cool Temperate Rainforest, and that no buffer was left to protect the cool temperate 

rainforest stand. 

 

I find it extremely confusing therefore that I could receive a response that no breach 

had been made at this site.  I repeat my request that you provide evidence of your 

previous investigations and that you re-investigate this site to work out where things 

might have gone wrong to ensure this is not happening anywhere else in the vicinity 

of our protected Cool Temperate Rainforest stands. 

 

If this email and the details contained within it concern your obligations, legal or 

otherwise, to the Victorian people through your positions within the DSE and 

vicforests, please respond with your explanations, comments and intended actions on 

this issue. 

 

This issue directly concerns at least the FFGA Action Statement no. 238, as well as 

other pieces of legislation for which the addressed bodies are required to respect. 

 

I await your response and hope this comes as soon as possible. 

Andrew Lincoln, 07/04/2010 

 


