
MILL TRACK BRIDGE CONSTRUCTION OVER MARTINS CREEK CATCHMENT 

HEADWATERS WITHIN Euastacus diversus HABITAT. 

 

To Whom It May Concern: 

 

I am writing to inform of, request information about, advise the cessation of 

and reparation of the damage caused by bridge works currently occurring over 

Martins Creek in its headwaters within 100m of Bonang Road just north of the 

Martins Creek Flora and Fauna Reserve. 

 

Approximate GPS Location;  

(GDA94/UTM UPS) 

  55H 06 60 600 

UTM 58 41 250 

 

 To my knowledge, and at least to the Department of Sustainability and 

Environments, this site is located within the headwaters of Martins Creek which is 

inhabited by Euastacus diversus, the Orbost Spiny Crayfish.  Recently this species 

was detected in this Martins Creek water catchment as a result of volunteer 

community surveys approximately 2km away.  Though I am unsure of the locations, I 

also believe the species is known by the DSE to inhabit the creek in the area of the 

bridgeworks location. 

 Euastacus diversus is listed as endangered according to the IUCN “Red List of 

Threatened Species” (1/10 - http://www.iucnredlist.org/apps/redlist/details/8149/0). 

The species’ Flora and Fauna Guarantee Action Statement informs us that the species 

is listed as threatened under this Act and also that the species is very rare in terms of 

abundance and distribution.  Below is an extract from this statement; 
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1
 Orbost Spiny Cray Euastacus diversus Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act 1988 Action Statement No. 

128, Andy Murray, State of Victoria - Department of Sustainability and Environment, 2001, p.2 



 This action statement makes specific mention of the impacts and threats of 

undertaking road works in the catchment of Euastacus diversus, including the 

possibility of its extinction, and specifically requires the prevention of roading in the 

headwaters of this species.  Below are extracts from this statement that make this 

clear; 
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The last extract above (footnote 5) states that “roading across the headwaters of 

those streams inhabited by the Orbost Spiny Crayfish … will be avoided wherever 

possible.”  Is there an explanation why this roading was unavoidable considering this 

road seems to go only to a short section of road and an intersection that is otherwise 

accessible by two or three other points? 

                                                 
2
 Ibid, p.2 

3
 Ibid, p.2 
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 Ibid, p.3 

5
 Ibid, p.4 



Also in this last extract the statement requires that “future roads will be 

planned to minimise adverse impact on Orbost Spiny Crayfish habitat”.  Photos of the 

current works demonstrate that this has certainly not occurred; 

 

Where Martins Creek enters the site; 

 
 

 

Overview of site; 

 



Where Martins Creek leaves the site; 

 
 

 

Muddy channel dug to divert Martins Creek, i.e. this is now Martins Creek; 
 (THIS AND NEXT IMAGE) 

 
 

 



 
 

ABOVE RIGHT - Approximately 700m downstream from bridgeworks(the creek is not 

usually muddy like this); 

 

 

Oil on surface of Martins Creek; 

 
 



The conception and implementation of these works seems to directly 

contravene the intention and action objectives of the Orbost Spiny Crayfish action 

statement mentioned above and so baffles me how these works could be approved and 

implemented in this way.  Not even, often hopelessly inadequate and token, “silt 

filters” were found at the site.  I seek any information regarding the planning and 

operational stages of this operation. 

 

 If the planning, management, consultation or implementation of these works 

concern you, either through your responsibilities in one of our public government 

departments or through participation in any of the processes of these works, please 

respond to this letter addressing yourself to the issues and questions I have raised. 

 

 This issue is currently taking place with the habitat of this species presumably 

worsening so I urge your attention to be promptly directed to this issue.  If you are 

aware of or responsible for any other works likely to overlap the species range of 

Euastacus diversus please inform me of these works and ensure that the species will 

not be adversely impacted in future. 

 

 I await your response on this matter.  Please direct your response to my e-mail 

address listed below and inform any other individuals who are responsible for this 

species and these works. 

 

Thankyou. 

 

Andrew Lincoln 

asl80@hotmail.com 

 

26/05/10 


