
Dear Department of Sustainability and Environment and VicForests Staff, 

 

 

Concerning the presence of the threatened Eastern Bentwing Bat within VicForest 

scheduled logging coupe 

 

 

Site Visits/Photographs Taken 
On 01/11/2010 and 02/11/2010 photographs were taken of a cave dwelling bat species 

believed to be the Eastern Bentwing Bat (Miniopterus orianae oceanensis), formerly or 

also listed as Common Bentwing Bat or Miniopterus schreibersii oceanensis.  These 

photos are detailed as Figures 1 (01/11/2010) and Figure 2 (02/11/2010) at the end of this 

letter and attached to this email as the original photographs. 

 

These photographs were taken within an old mine in VicForests scheduled logging coupe 

841-503-0012 in the Ellery Forest Block between BA Road and BA Creek. 

 

On the 01/11/2010, a single bat was discovered in the cave and photographed in flight as 

it circled within and near the cave entrance. 

 

On the 02/11/2010, one cluster of approximately 6 individuals and a lone individual 

roosting separately were photographed while hanging from the ceiling of the cave. 

 

Individuals were not handled on either occasion.  Current numbers present in the cave is 

not known as the site has not been visited since. 

 

 

Fauna and Flora Guarantee Act 
This species is listed as a threatened species by the Department of Sustainability and 

Environment under the Fauna and Flora Guarantee Act 1988.  That document lists: 

 

“Miniopterus schreibersii (includes subsp. oceanensis and bassanii...............Common Bent-wing Bat” (page 1.) 

 

The requisite action statement has not been created for this species. 

 

 

East Gippsland Forest Management Plan 

The EG FMP provides that: 

 
“Cave-roosting bats. (Eastern Horseshoe Bat, Large-footed Myotis and Common Bent-wing Bat). All 

breeding and roosting caves and mines and known over-wintering sites will be protected by a buffer of 

about 100m and be included in the SPZ. Sites will not be publicised and visitors will generally be 

discouraged, except as part of planned interpretive activities.” 

 

 

 

 



Discussion and Questions 
1. It is expected that a 100m Special Protection Zone will be created around this 

mine/cave following the EG FMP prescriptions listed above. 

 

Please confirm that this measure will be implemented. 

 

2. Before plans and operations of high impact and disturbance, such as the scheduled land 

clearing as the clear fell logging of this forest, in and adjacent to the area, are pursued, the 

required FFGA Action Statement for the species needs first to be completed to ascertain 

whether further management prescriptions are required to be implemented for the 

provision of adequate protection for this threatened species. 

 

Please confirm that this process will be completed prior to the clearing of this or other 

scheduled coupes in the area. 

 

3. Please confirm and detail the appropriate measures been undertaken in other areas of 

state forest that contain known roosting sites of this or other cave roosting bat species, 

and that coupes are inspected prior to their scheduling and clearing to ascertain whether 

cave roost sites are present. 

 

 

Thank you, I await your response. 

 

 

Andrew Lincoln 

asl80@hotmail.com 

 

16/12/10



Figure 1 

 
 
Figure 2 

 


